


CivicSpark is a 
Governor's Initiative 
administered by the 
Local Government 
Commission. 
  

“Climate change is a global challenge 
that requires strong, sustained local 
action. This program gets young 
people into communities across 
California to help reduce emissions 
and boost energy efficiency.” 
 
Governor Jerry Brown 



“CivicSpark provides high-quality, technical support to local 
and regional governments, helping California communities: 
●  pursue clean energy; 
●  reduce greenhouse gas emissions; 
●  safeguard against climate change impacts; and, 
●  implement sustainable community strategies.” 
 
Local Government Commission 



9 Regions of California 48 AmeriCorps Members 11 Months 



Tommy Ta 
BS Environmental Science 
University of California, Riverside 
MS Environmental Science 
Chapman University 

Jennifer Alvarez 
BS Biological Sciences 
California State University,  
Stanislaus 

Jessie Rudd 
BA Environmental Studies 
BA Anthropology 
University of California, Santa Cruz 

Andrew Kopp 
BA Urban and Regional Planning 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

The Team 



Resources are available to help you apply for Cal Fire 
Grants 

The LGC and the CaUFC were 
awarded a CalFire grant to assist 

YOU in applying for Greenhouse Gas  
Reduction Fund grants. 

Why We Are Here 



Help determine urban forest 
program needs 
 
Assist with CalFIRE Grant writing 
process 
 
Quantify the benefits of urban 
forestry 
 
 

Review existing inventories, 
policies and plans 
 
Coordinate collaborative 
partnerships 
 
Assess the health of the existing 
urban forest and maintenance 
needs 

Our objective is to maximize the number of State dollars 
invested in the San Joaquin Valley. 



Train staff on CalEnviroScreen 



 
 
 
 
 

Assist staff with Urban Forest Management Toolkit  

Economic benefits of the urban 
forest 
 
Tree care standards and guidelines 
 
Evaluate and monitor populations 
 
Soils and roots 
 
Choose trees for the urban forest 
 



Assist staff with Tree 
Carbon Calculator 
 
Calculate carbon dioxide 
sequestration  
 
Build energy savings provided by 
individual trees 
 
Output: Numerical values for each 
tree for CO2 sequestered, energy 
savings and avoided emissions 



Elizabeth Lanham 
Program Manager  
California Urban Forests Council 
projectmanager@caufc.org 
669-236-7619 


