APPENDIX

Level of Service and Annual Average Daily Traffic

The Design Team attempted to use the most recent data available at the time of this
report. It was not within the scope of this project to do a more detailed analysis of
the Level of Service (LOS) or Annual Average Daily Traffic (annual ADT, or AADT) for
cross streets along Highway 101. The Tribe may wish to pursue additional studies
under the IRR to collect data on local streets.

Del Norte County General Plan

GP Policy 8.A.11 - The County shall encourage Caltrans and Regional Transporta-
tion Agency to provide for Level of Service D or better on all state highways within the
County.

Del Norte County Regional Transportation Plan

LEVEL OF SERVICE

Level of Service (LOS) is a technical term that describes how much traffic congestion
exists on a roadway. The level of congestion is expressed in terms of LOS ‘A’, mean-
ing little or no congestion, through LOS ‘F’, meaning extreme congestion, or gridlock.
LOS definitions generally describe traffic conditions in terms of speed, travel time,
freedom to maneuver, traffic interruption, comfort, and convenience. Typically, level
of service D is used as the design standard in urban areas and level of service C is
used as the design standard in rural areas. Table 3-2 on the next page provides a
description of each LOS category.
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Table 3-2

ANNUAL AVERAGE DAILY TRAFFIC (ANNUAL ADT)

Annual average daily traffic (annual ADT, or AADT) is the total volume for the year
divided by 365 days. Traffic counts are adjusted to an estimate of annual ADT by
taking into account seasonal influences, weekly variations or other variables. An-
nual ADT is needed to present a view of statewide traffic flow, provide trends, con-
gestion, identify accident rates, and for planning and design of highways. The peak
month ADT is the average daily traffic for the month of heaviest traffic flow. The
peak month ADT data is useful because many routes, such as Del Norte County’s
highways, experience consistently higher traffic volumes during the peak recreational
travel months of summer-fall months. Peak month ADT is more representative of
traffic conditions during these periods.

Annual ADT information was obtained from Caltrans Annual ADT data, using peak
month totals for the high volume traffic segments of US Highways 199 and 101, and
State Routes 197 and 169. ADT and LOS for 2005 and 2025 are shown on the Fig-
ures on the following pages.

Smith River Conceptual Plan



2005
Smith River ADT = 7,300 - 8,000

LOS =C

Appendix
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2025
Smith River ADT = 9,490 - 11,200

LOS=D, E

A-4 Smith River Conceptual Plan
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