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“The cause of 
America is in a 
great measure 
the cause of all 
mankind.”

Thomas Paine, Common Sense
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The Opportunity...
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...an historic, grand opportunity.
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Turning demand into prosperity and security...
                                       ...for future generations
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one map and fall under integrated civilian control at the 

global, regional and country level. Domestically, we will 

clear out the economic policies of the past and ensure that 

housing, agriculture, and resource productivity are 

incentivized and regulated to ensure fair, robust and open 

markets with strong consumer protections.  

 

Opportunity Society 
When our people are secure, they are the most productive 

and engaged in the world. We will recommit our nation to 

making world-leading investments in the American people, 

our greatest national resource. Education, health care, 

retirement security and scientific knowledge are the 

cornerstone of the opportunity society. With a new 

economic engine providing the private income and public 

revenue necessary for such investments, and with fiscal 

health restored, we will examine, test and select the most 

effective models for ensuring world-class public education, 

universal health care, and worry-free retirement. Funding 

for basic science and early-stage innovation will be 

expanded significantly to keep America the leading 

research and innovation center in the world. 

Minding American Strategy 
 

We cannot afford to forget the discipline of grand strategy 

again. We will, therefore, expose the framework of our 

national strategy to democratic scrutiny and adapt it as 

objective conditions evolve. By articulating our strategy, in 

succinct and accurate form, we will interrogate its thesis, 

challenge its elements, and refine the metrics, targets, and 

actions necessary for implementation. We will learn. Fast. 

 

This grand strategy is premised upon large but slow-

moving threats and time-limited opportunities. It remains 

valid so long as the economic opportunities that exist today 

continue and the world does not cross thresholds that 

would induce a rapid and irreversible deterioration of global 

life support systems, such as soils, freshwater, or climate.  

 

So we will form a civilian Office of National Strategy that 

will, through open analysis and deliberation, understand 

this complex world and manage our nation’s strategy. 

  

Economic Strategy Task Force

Regional Economic Clusters

Prosperity.
Security.

Sustainability.

Financing for the 
21st Century

The Framework…Idea to Action

CWRU’s Strategic Innovation Lab



The Design…Main Street Prosperity & Security



Full-Spectrum Sustainability...

...getting to a “good place.”Sea Islands 2050
Monday, September 10, 12



What	
  will	
  she	
  see	
  in	
  2020?





There is no reason good 
can’t triumph over evil, if only 
the angels will get organized 
along the lines of the mafia.

                           Kurt Vonnegut



I’ve found that people get very stuck in what is. 
I very much like tradition, but you have to be 
able to change and disrupt while balancing 
tradition.  The continuity and the change 
blending together is your creative task.  

                               Governor Jerry Brown
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Leading by Example
Smart Growth at Home; Smart Power Abroad



Today’s California: Position vs Momentum

The Good Stuff: Wind in the Sails…
• World’s 7th largest economy (north of $2.2T) 
• Renewable Energy; 20th in energy-related 

GHG emissions (2nd lowest carbon intensive 
economy in the world)

• Increasing diversity
• CA leads US in ag, technology and 

manufacturing revenue growth
• Average 15% return to investors (vs 12% 

nationally)
• 2014 Per-capita income up $1700 to $50,338
• $5B budget surplus
• Manufacturing value up 8% to $204B (2012)
• CA ag revenue = $21.4B (2012) - 3 x more 

than second-ranked Iowa’s $6.8B
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(from EDD’s Regional Economic Analysis Profile, April 2014)

…but where are we going?



Source:  Nov 2014 Article, “Sobering Numbers” by Bruce Dale, Professor of Chemical Engineering, Michigan State University    

Some Hard, Scary Numbers: 
 
•  Current global energy 

consumption = 16 Terawatts 
(TW) 

•  3B more middle class by 2050 = 
add’l 18 TW needed (Total 
global requirement = 34TW) 
*Assumes German consumption 
rate and remainder of developing 
world consumption remains static  

•  Global population = 8B by 2025 
– If global average per capita 
consumption is 4kW, global 
requirement is 32TW 

This is only 10 years from now… 
…how to meet demand and not burn our way to extinction? 

Energy: Balancing Prosperity and Security
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Gaza Homs, Syria

Fallujah, Iraq Greensburg, KS

.1% civilian 
death rate
(Aug 2014)
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death rate
(May 2014)

.4% civilian 
death rate
(Nov 2004)

1.4% civilian 
death rate
(May 2007)



Lesson Learned…

Mother Nature 
doesn’t care 

about rules of 
engagement.


