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Agenda 

• History and Early Innovations 

• Climate Data 

• Net Zero Goal 

• Early Actions 

• Path to Net Zero-4 Focus Areas 

- Energy 

- Transportation 

- Consumption 

- Community Engagement 

• Challenges and Next Steps  
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History and Early Innovations 

Energy 
• Title 24 – origins in Davis 
• PVUSA – 1st Utility Scale grid-tied Solar PV Plant 
 

Transportation 
• Bikes! 
• Bike lanes - 1967 
• Unitrans - 1968 
 

Consumption 
• First curbside recycling in 1970 

 

43 

 

 

   

Figure 12 Bike lanes opened in Davis in 1967.  Experimentation and refinement led to testing of 

different designs.   

(Bob Sommer photos) 

Phase 4: 1967 – 1972  Bike Lanes: Invention and Implementation 

The city was our laboratory 

       Bob Sommer, 2006 

 

 When City Council mandated that engineering staff seek means to create bike 

lanes on city streets, the implementation process shifted from political to technical.   

 At this point, the city staff who had consistently advised council against 

considering bike lanes were now given the task of going against their counsel.  The risk 

of failure was still high, as the conservative course of action by staff would be to study 
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Community Trends 

• Although total emissions have been reduced by 7% between 
2007 and 2010, transportation continues to be the major 
cause of emissions 
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Communitywide Goal – Adopted 2008 

2010 
•  2000 Levels (min) 
•  1990 Levels (desired) 

2015 
•  1995 Levels (min) 
•  15% Below 1990 Levels (desired) 

2020 
•  1990 Levels (min) 
•  28% Below 1990 Levels (desired) 

2050 
•  80% Below 1990 Levels (min) 
•  Carbon Neutral (desired) 
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Path to Net Zero – Energy 

Focus on Efficiency and Renewables 
 
• Davis Future Renewable Energy and 

Efficiency (FREE) (CEC grant $) 
- Plan for City Net Zero Energy 
 

• Georgetown Energy Prize (semi-finalist) 
- Motivate Community Action 
 

• Community Choice Energy (CCE) 
- Community Scale Energy Program 
 

• PVUSA Expansion (Currently 1MW) 
- Meet 10% of community electricity needs 

want to expand to 20 MW (100 acres) 

Sunday,  March  15,  2015
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Learn  moreFor  information  on
the  composition  of
the  Community
Choice  Energy
AdvisoryCommittee,  its
meeting  dates  and
its  agendas,  and
for  moreinformation  on
Community  Choice
Energy,  visithttp://city-council.cityofdavis.org/on-

going-committees.To  set  up  ameeting  with
Robb  Davis  or
Lucas  Frerichs,
contact  Stacey
Winton  at  530-757-
5661  orswinton@cityofdavis.org.

City  may  get  charged  up  over

energy  choices

By  Robb  Davis  and  Lucas  Frerichs

We  have  a  long  history  of  investigating  and

pursuing  the  possibility  of  public  power  in

Davis.  From  a  vote  to  join  the  Sacramento

Municipal  Utility  District,  which  passed

overwhelmingly  in  Davis  but  failed  in  the  rest

of  Yolo  County  in  2006,  to  City  Council

direction  to  pursue  and  study  a  “community

choice  aggregation”  approach  in  2012,  as  well

as  the  possible  formation  of  a  publicly  owned

utility  in  2013  and  2014,  various  options  and

opportunities  have  been  explored  and  vetted.

Building  upon  this  history  of  learning  and

assessment,  at  our  Feb.  3  meeting,  the  Davis

City  Council  established  the  Community

Choice  Energy  Advisory  Committee  to

determine  specific  options  for  developing  a

community  choice  energy  (CCE  —  formerly

known  as  CCA)  program  in  Davis.  The  goal  of

this  effort  is  to  delineate  exactly  how  we  might

go  about  developing  a  CCE  for  Davis  and  to

make  recommendations  to  the  council

concerning  if  and  how  to  proceed.

CCE  is  a  mechanism  by  which  a  local  government  jurisdiction  (e.g.,  a

city,  county  or  joint  powers  authority)  contracts  directly  with  a  wholesale

electricity  supplier  to  purchase  and  supply  electrical  power  only

(excluding  gas).  In  essence,  the  CCE  becomes  the  energy-buying  agent

for  consumers  instead  of  the  local  investor-owned  utility  (Pacific  Gas  &

Electric  in  our  case).Under  a  CCE  model,  PG&E  continues  to  do  the  billing,  turns  on  and  off

power  when  you  move,  maintains  and  owns  the  power  lines,  and  other

infrastructure  and  resolves  outages.  PG&E  will  bill  customers  for  the

metered  energy  used  and  forward  to  the  CCE  monies  collected  for  the

electrical  generation  portion  of  the  electric  bill.  The  CCE  entity  then  pays

the  energy  generator  for  the  electricity  provided.

In  a  CCE  model,  individual  customers  can  opt  out  and  continue  to

receive  electricity  directly  from  PG&E.

Unlike  a  publicly  owned  utility  —  which  was  under  consideration  in

2013-14  —  the  city  of  Davis  would  not  incur  the  costs  of  acquiring

PG&E’s  transmission  and  distribution  infrastructure.  However,  a  CCE

does  permit  the  city  to  select  electricity  generation  sources  (including

greener,  renewable  energy  such  as  solar  and  wind)  as  well  as  capture  a

portion  of  “public  purpose  funds,”  which  it  can  use,  in  turn,  to  promote

energy  conservation  and  develop  local  generation  of  renewable  energy.

The  CCE  model  is  gaining  traction  across  California,  and  there  are

about  30  local  jurisdictions  in  various  stages  of  exploring,  forming  or

operating  a  CCE  throughout  the  state,  including  places  such  as

Lancaster,  Santa  Monica,  Manhattan  Beach,  San  Francisco  and

Richmond.

UCD  roundup:  Aggies  get  three  water  polo  wins  in

two  daysPaige  Virgil  UCD  women’s  water  polo  vs.  Harvard

photo
Davis  golfers  win  Wolfpack  Invitational

Devil  girls  prevail  in  first  road  match

Bryce  Barker  (A’s),  Carson  Szeder  (Orioles)  and

Joey  Traverso  (Rangers)  Davis  Little  League  photos
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• EV Readiness Award 2014 (Bay Area Climate Collaborative) 
- Planning for community-wide EV charging network 

 
• EV Charging Grant (CEC) 

-  Infrastructure to support electrification of transportation 
system 

 
• Various Mode Shares  

- Plan to increase to 50% by 2035  
 

• Beyond Platinum 
- One of 4 Platinum communities in US since 2013 
- Achieve “Diamond” level by 2020 

• Unitrans/YoloBus/Capitol Corridor 
- Continued support of shared transit 

Path to Net Zero – Transportation 

2035	  Goal:	  
30%	  biking	  
10%	  transit	  
10%	  walking	  
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Path to Net Zero – Consumption  

• Solid Waste Reduction Goals 
 
• Complete Organics Composting 

-  Implementation in 2015 
 

• WaterSmart 
- Build on 25% water use reduction from 2014 
- Water consumption history on bills 
 

• BioDigester 
- Support local efforts 
- Collaboration with Yolo County 
- Collaboration with 

Clean World Partners – UC Davis 
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Path to Net Zero – Community Engagement 

The	  Average	  Davis	  Household	  	  is	  
responsible	  for	  40.8	  tons	  C02/yr	  	  

	  
To	  reach	  sustainable	  levels:	  	  

	  
Households	  must	  work	  to	  
reduce	  their	  footprint	  	  to	  

	  2	  tons	  	  CO2	  /yr.	  

 
• Cool Davis – collaborative non-profit structure 
 
• Cool CA Challenge Award 

- Communitywide Behavior Shift 
- Coolest California City - 2013 
 
 

CA Air Resources Board Award 
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Challenges and Next Steps 

Budgeting for Activities to Achieve Goals 
• Sustainability Department or sustainability in every 
department? Need for resources - $$$ 
• Creative ways to get the work done 
 
Statewide Support & Need for Program Evolution 
• CPUC & CEC programs measure energy reductions à 
evolve to new metrics?  e.g. measuring GHG reductions 
• e.g. traffic analysis- currently Level of Service (LOS)à evolve 
to reductions in VMT 

Going Beyond 
• Data availability & consistency to enable decision-making and 
monitoring based on what will “move the needle” 
• What happens after the low hanging fruit is gone? 


